MAYOR AND COUNCIL AGENDA

NO. 5 DEPT.: Police/ DATE PREPARED: April 22, 2005
STAFF CONTACT:T. N. Treschuk FOR MEETING OF: May 9, 2005

SUBJECT: Public Hearing — Ordinance to amend Chapter 23 entitled “Traffic,” Section 23-26
entitled “Stopping, standing or parking prohibited in specified places,” so as to prohibit on street
parking within five feet of a public or private driveway.

RECOMMENDATION: Hold public hearing.

DISCUSSION: The proposed amendment to the City’s parking restrictions is in response to
complaints from citizens about parking too close to private driveways. Staff has reviewed the current
provisions and the citizen concerns and has suggested that the City amend its Code to prohibit on-
street parking within five feet of a private or public driveway. Montgomery County already has such
a provision in place and staff suggests considering similar language.

There is likely to be some opposition to the proposed changes and, therefore, staff has
recommended that the Mayor and Council hold a public hearing which will allow interested citizens to
voice their opinions and assist the Mayor and Council in their final decision.

Options Considered: None at this time.

Fiscal Impact: None.

Change in Law or Policy: Proposed change to Chapter 23 of the Rockville City Code.

Boards and Commissions Review: None.

Next Steps:
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LIST OF ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance
2. Memorandum to Scott Ullery dated 1/19/05
3. Memorandum to Chief Treschuk dated 12/09/04




Ordinance No. ORDINANCE: To amend Chapter 23, “Traffic,” of the
Rockville City Code, Section 23-26 entitied
“Stopping, standing, or parking prohibited in
specified places” so as to prohibit on street
parking within five feet of a public or
private driveway

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF ROCKVILLE, that Chapter
23, “Traffic” of the Rockville City Code, Section 23-26 entitled “Stopping, standing, or parking
prohibited in specified places” be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 23-26.  Stopping, standing, or parking prohibited in specified places.

No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle except when necessary to avoid conflict with
other traffic or in compliance with the direction of a police officer or traffic control device in any
of the following places:

(D) On a sidewalk;

(2) [In front of a public driveway; in front of a private driveway, except with

the consent of the owner or occupant of the premises] Within five (5) feet of any opening or

entrance to any public or private dniveway;

3) In front of any opening or entrance to a public or private driveway, except

that an owner or occupant may park in front of his or her private residential driveway;

(3)] (4 Within an intersection;
(D] (5 Within fifteen (15) feet of a fire hydrant;
[(5)] (6) On a crosswalk, or within twenty (20) feet of a crosswalk at an

intersection, except for the purpose of receiving or discharging passengers or merchandise;
[(6)] (1) Within thirty (30) feet of any beacon, stop sign, or traffic control

signal located at the side of a roadway;
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(7)] (&) Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within thirty (30)
feet of points on the curb immediately opposite the ends of a safety zone, except for the period
necessary to take on or discharge passengers, freight, or merchandise;

[(8)] (%) Within twenty (20) feet of the driveway entrance to any fire
department station and on the side of a street opposite the entrance to any fire department station
within seventy-five (75) feet of the entrance when signposted;

[(9] (10) Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when
such stopping, standing, or parking would obstruct traffic;

[(10)](11)  On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge
or curb of a street except for the purpose of receiving or discharging passengers or merchandise;

[(11)](12)  Upon any bridge or other elevated structure or within a highway
tunnel;

[(12)] (13) At any place where an official sign or painted curb of the County,
the State, or the City prohibits stopping, parking or standing wherever a curb is painted yellow
that there shall be no parking, standing or stopping parallel to the painted curb;

[(13)](14)  On curves, at the brow of a hill, where the State Highway
Administration or the City has painted lines on the surfaces of the roads;

[(14)] (15)  Upon any road, highway, alley or public parking facility in such a
manner so as to impede the movement of traffic or constitute a threat to public safety;

[(15)] (16)  On adrainage structure, planting strip, grass strip, median strip, or
dirt strip which is located behind the curb of a public roadway except upon driveways
constructed for such purpose. Where curbs do not exist along a public road, the provisions of this

paragraph shall apply only to drainage structures. This paragraph does not apply in emergencies,
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or for inspection, repair or construction work performed by governments, public agencies, or
public utility companies;

[(16)] (17) Upon that portion of a street on which there are painted lines on the
surface of the street to indicate a designated bikeway.
Note: [Brackets] indicate material deleted

Underlining indicates material added
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I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy
of an Ordinance adopted by the Mayor and Counci] at its

meeting of

Claire F. Funkhouser, City Clerk
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City of Rockville
MEMORANDUM

January 15, 2005

TO: Scot Uliery, City Manager
4
FROM: T.N. Treschuk, Chief of Polic
SUBJIECT:  Citizen's Reques: for review o c carrent City Ordinances concerming parking

near/by residentral driveways.

Background:

A City resident came 10 Citizen’s Forum to ask the Mayor and Councilte review current City
Ccde as it relates to on streer parking near or by res:dentia. drwwa . -rc Citizen .ives o @
sma'l residennal sueeg ir. the Twinwrook area: (1013 Debeck Drive), and has had problems

gerting in and out of her crveway due 0 the parking of neighbor’s vehicies c.ose (e the
driveway curb lines.

Scope of Problem:

The Police Department sporadically receives complants from :c<‘dcnt ahout vehicies parking
close to their driveways or actuzll h“g ng into the driveway. ¢ Poilce )voa:‘:nen
responds to the location, and 1 iTthere is an infringement, has the Vem”\e moved. 1f the vehicie s
iegally parked, the Police Officer or the Citizen wili try to talk with the noighbor to see i ey
car park the vehicie a bit farther away fom the driveway of concern.

e City Code on street parking near & driveway .s simply that you carnd t park as ¢ block
arvewa.y (attackment #1: City Ord:nance 23.25, subsection 2) Interpretation of this rd.“am
has always been that you can legally park 2 ehicle on a city street up o the prolongation of the
curb iines of the dniveway.

The Morigemery County Coce (Chapter 31 , Section 31-39) prohibiis park:ng withir five (S
of any cutb edsz to a driveway on any Nmn: 'oadwav (atackment £2° County Ordinance 3

15).

) feet

\r. Marcus and Mr. Elshafel of the City Traffic and d Transportation Division of the D"Da:“JTZS:tI
of Public Works have reviewed current City Code and are recommending that the City repeal the
current code and Awlaw i with the ¢ coce woz ding as in the County. (Atiachment =3
Vemorandum from City speriation Chief, Mr. Larry Mareu :3.)
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Considerations:

Changing of current law tc aliow £or the dve (3) foo: buffer on each side ofa driveway would be
neneficial for many homeowners who l:ive on older, narrower streets in Rockvilie in being able to
exit and enter dmveways without an issue. Most enforcement would be complaini-dnven.

A stroag educational component would be crucial in ensuring residents became aware of this
change in parking rules prior to :mpiementation.

Recommendation:

ey

That the Mayor and Ceuncil direct City staff to prepare the appropriate paperwork te irtreduce a
medification to City O-dinance 23-2€, subsection 2 as follows:

he parking cf vehicies at arytme ot the public ways of the city 1n such 2 manner that any part

£ tre vehicle so parked within five (5) feet of either curb edge or any existing opening Cr
herea®er established entrance te any public or private driveways or shall overlap or obstruct any
ex:sting opening or hereafter established enwarce to public or private dniveway 1s prohibrzed,
except, ‘hat an owner may obstruct kis own private residence dnveway.

Through inroducuon of this ordinance ~odifcation, a public heanng would allow interested
citizens to voice their opinions and assist the Mayer and Courcit in their final decisio

9|
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City of Rockville
MEMORANDUM

December 9, 2004

TO: Terry Treschuk, Chief of Police

FROM: Larry Marcus, Chief of Traffic & Transportation
Emad Eishafei P.E, P.TOE, Civil Engineer Il - Trafic & Transportation

SUBJECT. Driveway Clearance

The purpose of this memorandum is to confirm that the Traffic and Transportation Division is in
favor of revising City code to mirror Montgomery County Code (Chapter 31, 31-19) in reference
to obstructing entrance to public or private driveways: “The parking of vehicles &t anytime on the
public ways of the county in such & manner that any part of the vehicle so parked is within five (5)
feet of either curb edge or any existing opening or-hereafter established entrance to any public or
private driveways or shall overlap or obstruct any existing opening or hereafter established
emtrance to any public or private-driveway is prohibited; except, that an OWIET 12y obstruct his
own private residence driveway.” —

The City often receives requests fromr residents te-install “No Parking Any Time” signs on both
sides of their driveways o allow safer maneuver and more adequate turning radius while they
enter or exit their driveways. Very often vehicles park toe close to driveways and create a safety
haza-d because they reduce the available sight distance and turning radius

Since the City cannot, practically and economically, post such signs a: every driveway, it 18
recommended 1o follow the footsteps of Montgomery County in this area. The County’s code

calls for a 5-foot clearance at each side of a driveway regardless of existence of parking restriction
SigLs.

Cc Hal Cranor, Director of Public Works

AN



